Senex puerum portabat

Florilegium sacrarum cantionum - Petri Phalesij 1609

G.P. da Palestrina (1525 - 1594)
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Senex puerum portabat, puer autem senem regebat, quem virgo peperit,
et post partum virgo permansit, ipsum quem genuit adoravit.

The old man carried the child, but the child was the old man's King.
A virgin gave birth to that child, yet remained a virgin: the one she bore she also adored.

Hodie beata virgo Maria puerum Jesum presentavit in templo, et Simeon,
repletus spiritu sancto, accepit eum in ulnas suas et benedixit eum in aeternum.

On this day, the BVM presented the boy Jesus in the temple, and Simeon,
filled with the holy spirit, took him in his arms and blessed him forever.

Candlemas / Purification of the BVM / Presentation of Jesus at the Temple (February 2)
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